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Creat ing Cities
Urban agriculture. Strategies for city resilience







In 2040 the global population will reach 9 bn. people 

of which the 75 % will live in megacities

Tokyo (2018)
Shibuya Crossing

HOW DO YOU FEED A CITY ?



Crisis of development models
source: FAO STAT + UN DESA

100 years ago
lot of varieties found in
local commercialization

100 years later
Few varieties found in
The Global Seed Bank



In the process of food commodification c ities are 

catalyzers of socio -economic inequalities such as food deserts

WHAT IS OUR FOOD HERITAGE ?

New York City Vision
Hurricane Sandy Design Competition



A. Lorenzetti  (1338)
Buon Governo, Siena

Food as Urban Material
Trajectories in conceptualizing Urban Metabolism



Food as Urban Material
Trajectories in conceptualizing Urban Metabolism

J. H. von Thünen  (1826)  
Rural Ring land -use model

P. Duvigneaud, S. Denaeyer-De Smet (1977)  
Bruxelles Urban Metabolism



Columbia University (2011)
NYC Regional Foodshed

Food as Urban Material
Trajectories in conceptualizing Urban Metabolism



J. Dominis  (1964)
Super Giant, Rockville

Supermarket Diet 
The silent transformation of domestic economies 

Tokyo
Shibuya Crossing



Station wagon
1957

Refrigerator
1927

Shopping cart
1936

Supermarket
1920



In Europe 47% of urban solid waste comes from Food cycles

10 cal . of fossil -fuel energy  = 1 cal . of supermarket food

OMA-AMO
EU Energy Road Map 2050

METABOLIC RIFT



« ¹ today, the destiny of countrysideseemsto be defined by the developmentof the
city, evenif theseterritoriesare important for the resilienceof the urban contexts¹ »

Pierre Donadieu

Searching for new paradigms



FAO estimates that self -cultivated lands involves globally

800 mil. people generating 7.5 % of urban income

URBAN AGRICULTURE

New York
Green Point Farm



Formal strategies  vs Informal spaces
Can food be a material for designing the city?

Barcelona
Baix Llobregat (2015)

F.L. Wright
Broadacre City (1922)

Roma
Orti di Guerra (1941)


